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WELCOME TO BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK AND
THE RIO GRANDE WILD & SCENIC RIVER! Big
Bend is one of the largest and least visited of America’s
national parks. Over 800,000 acres await your explo-
ration and enjoyment. From an elevation of less than
2,000 feet along the Rio Grande to nearly 8,000 feet in
the Chisos Mountains, Big Bend includes massive can-
yons, vast desert expanses, and the entire Chisos Moun-
tain range. Here, you can explore one of the last remain-
ing wild corners of the United States, and experience un-
matched sights, sounds, and solitude.

Established in 1944, Big Bend National Park was the first national
park service area in the state of Texas. Following a nine year pro -
cess of land aquisition during the Depression, President Roosevelt

received the deed to the Big Bend property on D-Day,
June 6, 1944. One week later the transfer became offi-
cial, and in July 1944 the park opened to visitors.

The new park was the culmination of efforts by many
people thoughout the state of Texas. Texans had helped
to promote the park idea, raise funds to purchase pri-
vately owned lands, and in the CCC camp in the future
park, young Texans built roads and facilites. The donation
of the lands to create the park, and the many efforts made to
ensure that Big Bend National Park came into being, led the

park to be known as “Texas’ Gift to the Nation.”

In this issue of the Big Bend Paisano, we explore the past, present
and future of Big Bend National Park.
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